TAIWAN

GOLDEN AGES

Exploring the Archives of Taiwan’s Gold and Copper Industries
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‘This miniature e>thﬂibit.cen.tered on the Téivlvarr Metal Minin-g"C:orporatiOn
(TMMC) takes you: back to’ the golden age of Jinguashi. Experlence the
glorlous height of nguashl the hardshlp and peril faced by the TMMC |
miners, and the dally life of mining town re81dents as you move through
the six sections of the exhibit: A Ghttermg ]mguashl Good Morning,
TMMC!, ertten Records. of the Mmmg Industry Seekmg a Golden
Opportunity, Life in a Gold Mmmg Town and Rehvmg Old Mmmg Days
through the Archives. In the final section, be sure to explore the history
~and culture of Taiwan's mining mdustry as recreated through TMMC

records from collections of the N atlonal Archlves Admmlstratlon N atlonal

Development Council (N M)
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~Known for-its r1ch metal reserves nguashl is located i in the northernmost

 part of Talwan At the end of’ the 19th century, a worker d1scovered alluV1al

gold in the Keelung Rlvel?—ﬂ‘»and traced. the river upstream 1nto the mountalns
to ﬁnd the reserve from wh1ch it came So began nearly a 100 year golden

v

age in Talwan S m1n1ng hlSt@)Ty

During“the -eé‘ﬂy post-war peri'Od-- several different agencies managed

m1n1ng operatlons in ]1nguash1 The Talwan Prov1nc1al Adm1n1strat1ve

_-Executlve Offlce first assumed the m1nera1 rlghts but subsequently

rehnqulshed them in 1946 to the Talwan Copper Mlmng Ofﬁce under, the |
National Resources Commlsslon Mmlstry of, Economrc Affalrs Shortly

after, in 1948 the Taiwan Copper Mmmg Ofﬁce was reorgamzed as the

-Talwan Gold and € Copper Mmmg Bureau and began explomng the avallable |
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Good Mornmg TMMC‘
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Under the Talwan Gold and Copper Mmmg Bureaﬁu gold and copper
mining and. processmg flourished. Wantmg to further mcrease “the scale

of operatlons the gove\?ﬁment estabhshed the Talwan Metal Mining

.Corporatlon (TMMC) in 1955 to oversee the crltlcal 1ndustry In addltlon

1.'.to extractmg goldtand copper TMME also comphed w1th natlonal strateglc ‘

plans to spur Taiwan's industrial development by smeltmg gold and copper
ore and enhancmg copper processmg techmques contmumg to do so until

TMMC ceased operatlons m 1987,
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ertten Records of the
Mining Industry
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nguashl mines contamed abundant mmeral resecrves with lucrative assets
hidden deep underground makmg them nearly 1mposs1b1e to discover
with the naked eye. A large number of. geolog1cal surveys were conducted

to investigate the dlstrlb‘m;;on of strata and m1nerals in nguashl the first

~of which date back to the time, of ]apanese rule. Once excavatlon began
_the mine's tunnels were mapped to better manage the vast, unknown |

| quant1t1es of subterranean resources.
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Golden Opportunity
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In order to efﬁc1ently man@ge gold and copper productlon TMMC S head

¥ office was erected at a central hub Benshan Mine No 5— o allow for

_close overs1ght of adm1n1strat1ve surveylng samphng exploratlon and ‘

" safety matters A system was constructed early on to transport ore from

~ the point of extraction, to the processing plant the reﬁnery the warehouse

and, finally, to the port \A?’here it was exported to Japan for smeltlng
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Life in a Gold Mining Town
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During those early years, ‘chOb was not only abou.t kgomg to work or earnmg
- a paycheck; more 1mportantly, a ]ob was a means to support the whole
'_famlly TMMC was a classic example of such a Job as the corporatlon ‘
“offered a wide ronge of beneflts mcludmg medlcal and health services,
recreational activities, and education for children of employees Wlth '-
such a large number of TMMC employees in nguashl many merchants
recogmzed potentlal busmess opportumtles and set up shop. This helped

transform QJang Street into a bustlmg Space where employees and their

families- would-eat and shop.
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Reliving Old Mining Days i g
through the Archives

The extensive records 1eft behind by TMMC serve as a trme capsule,
preservmg premous memorles of the leng gone days of gold ‘and copper
mining, smelting, productlon and employee famlly hfe Such TMMC
archival records re81de in the collectlon of the N’AA where they are

preserved and made ava\_ﬁble for all to rellve the bygone golden days of

e mmmg in Ta1war1
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