Memories of Salt
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The Way Things Were—
A Race with the Weather
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Taiwan’s salt industry. This tangible heritage bears witness to
the steadfast spirit and quiet dedication of generations of salt
makers. Geographical environments and climatic conditions
greatly influenced the development of the traditional salt
industry. Subtropical Taiwan has no clearly defined dry

season and lies in the path of typhoons. Thus for Taiwan’s salt
makers, salt making was always a race against the weather.
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The Wonders of Salt—
From Physiology to Industry
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In addition to providing seasoning, salt is also the most natural
of preservatives. It is widely used in processed foods and for
the pickling and preservation of fresh farm produce and
seafoodsmarine products. Salt is also an indispensable basic
substance for maintaining electrolyte balance in the bodies of
both humans and animals. Salt is also widely used in the
metallurgy, leather, pharmaceutical industries, as well as in
agriculture, animal husbandry, and fisheries. Thus salt plays a
crucial role both in our everyday lives and in industrial
development.

Memories of Salt

3 £
[ R A — ~
HII B g Gl B B T Fr 5
Salt of the Earth—
Stories of Salt Making and Salt Makers
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Sunshine, seawater, wind, salt fields, and people are the most
beautiful elements in the development of Taiwan’s salt
industry. Buffeted by salty sea winds and toiling come rain or
shine, the salt workers created the beauty of the salt fields in
mound after mound of snow-white salt. Their tanned bodies
and weathered faces bear witness to their unique life and
stories as solar salt makers.
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The Story Continues—
From Decline to Rebirth
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Facing global competition, Taiwan Salt Works began to
implement fully mechanized salt extraction and was included
in the second round of privatizations of state-owned
enterprises. In 2002, Taiwan Salt Industrial Corporation
(Taiyen)—ended mechanized salt production. The history of
Taiwan’s salt industry, from its earliest origins to its heyday,
transformation, decline and rebirth, and we can gain new
insights into the topics of sustainable development and how
to maintain the legacy of our salt industry’ s historical culture.




